S $ A STUDY IN EPHESIANS 4

DAY 1: THE MYSTERY REVEALED

DEVOTIONAL:

Throughout history, humans have been fascinated by mysteries and secrets. We explore oceans, climb mountains,
and even venture into space to uncover the unknown. But the greatest mystery of all time isn't found in distant
galaxies or ocean depths—it’s found in the heart of God. In Ephesians 3, Paul writes from prison about a
divine mystery that had been hidden for ages but was now being revealed. This wasn't something he discovered
through investigation or deduction. It came directly from God Himself. What is this mystery? Simply put,
it’s that God has one plan of salvation for all people through Jesus Christ. There are no separate paths for
different ethnicities, nationalities, or backgrounds. All who believe become part of one body, heirs to the same
promise. This revelation was revolutionary in Paul’s time when Jews had considered themselves God’s exclusive
chosen people for centuries. It remains revolutionary today in our divided world. The key to understanding this
mystery isn't found in secret knowledge or special rituals. It’s found in a person—]Jesus Christ. Through Him,
the invisible God became visible, and the unknowable became known. Today, take a moment to marvel at this
mystery now revealed. The God who created the universe has made Himself known to you and invites you into
relationship with Him.

BIBLE VERSE:

“For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles—" - Ephesians 3:1

REFLECTION QUESTION:
How does knowing that God has one unified plan of salvation for all people change the way you view others
who are different from you?

SERMON QUOTE:
“God is not writing a secret, but he did write a mystery. And this morning, Paul is going to give us the clue, the
key to understanding what is really the greatest mystery ever known to to man.”

PRAYER:

Lord, thank You for revealing Your mystery to me. Help me to appreciate the wonder of Your plan that includes
all people who put their faith in Jesus. Open my eyes to see others as You see them—as potential or actual
members of Your family. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 2: UNWORTHY MESSENGERS, UNFATHOMABLE MESSAGE

DEVOTIONAL:

Have you ever felt unqualified for a task? Perhaps you've been asked to lead something and thought, “Why
me? Surely there’s someone better suited for this.” Paul felt this way about his calling. He described himself
as “the very least of all saints” yet recognized that God had entrusted him with an incredible responsibility—
to preach the unfathomable riches of Christ. What’s remarkable is that Paul wrote these words from prison.
His circumstances were bleak, yet his perspective was profound. He didn’t see himself as a prisoner of Rome
but as “a prisoner of Jesus Christ.” He understood that his suffering had purpose—it was “for the sake of you
Gentiles.” This teaches us something vital about God’s ways: He often chooses the most unlikely messengers
to carry His most important messages. He uses our weaknesses, not just our strengths. He works through our
limitations, not despite them. The message Paul carried was the mystery of the gospel—that in Christ, God
was uniting all people under one plan of salvation. This message wasn't discovered; it was revealed. It wasn't
earned; it was given by grace. Today, remember that God has entrusted you with this same message. You may
feel unqualified or limited by your circumstances, but God has chosen you to make His mystery known to
others through your unique life and testimony.

BIBLE VERSE:

“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of
Christ.” - Ephesians 3:8

REFLECTION QUESTION:
In what areas of your life do you feel unqualified or limited, and how might God be using those very areas to
display His grace to others?

SERMON QUOTE:
“I'm a prisoner. Not of Rome. I'm a prisoner of Jesus Christ, not because I'm guilty, but because of you. I'm
here because God is doing something in my circumstances that blesses you.”

PRAYER:

Father, thank You for choosing me despite my weaknesses. Help me to see my limitations not as obstacles but
as opportunities for Your power to be displayed. Use me to share the unfathomable riches of Christ with those
around me. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 3: ONE PLAN, ALL PEOPLE
DEVOTIONAL:

In a world that often emphasizes our differences and divisions, the mystery Paul reveals in Ephesians 3 is
refreshingly countercultural. The heart of this mystery is simple yet profound: God has one plan of salvation
for all people. This wasn't always obvious. For centuries, the Jewish people understood themselves to be God’s
chosen people, set apart from other nations. The idea that Gentiles could be included in God’s family without
first becoming Jewish was revolutionary. Yet Paul declares that through Christ, the dividing wall has been broken
down. There’s not one plan for Jews and another for Gentiles. There’s not one path for the religious elite and
another for common people. There’s not one way for one culture and another for different cultures. In Christ,
we are all welcome. We all come the same way—through faith in Jesus. We all receive the same inheritance.
We all become part of the same body. We all share in the same promise. This truth should transform how
we see ourselves and others. No one can claim special status or privilege in God’s family based on ethnicity,
nationality, social standing, or any other human distinction. We are all equal recipients of God’s grace. Today,
let this mystery shape your interactions with others. See beyond the surface differences that often divide us and
recognize the fundamental unity we share in Christ.

BIBLE VERSE:

“To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of
Christ, and to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which for ages has been hidden in God
who created all things.” - Ephesians 3:8-9

REFLECTION QUESTION:
How might recognizing that God has one plan of salvation for all people challenge any prejudices or biases you
might hold?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Here’s the mystery. God has one plan of salvation for all people. There’s not a different plan for Jews or Gentiles.
There’s not a different plan for Americans and people in other countries. There’s not a different plan for people
of other races.”

PRAYER:

Lord Jesus, thank You for breaking down the dividing walls between people. Help me to see others as You see
them—not defined by external differences but united by Your love. Give me a heart that celebrates the diversity
yet recognizes the unity of Your body. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 4: CONFIDENT ACCESS THROUGH FAITH

DEVOTIONAL:

Imagine being invited to meet with the most powerful person in the world. As the day approaches, you might
feel anxious. What will you wear? What will you say? Will you make a mistake? Will you be worthy of the
audience? Now multiply that feeling infinitely, and you might begin to understand what it means to approach
the holy, all-powerful Creator of the universe. Yet Paul tells us something astonishing in Ephesians 3—we can
approach God with “boldness” and “confident access.” How is this possible? Not because of our worthiness, but
because of Christ’s worthiness. Not because of what we've done, but because of what He has done. Our access
to God isn't based on our performance but on our faith in Jesus. This is part of the mystery Paul reveals. The
God who was once approached only by priests, only at certain times, only with specific sacrifices, now welcomes
all who come through faith in Christ. The veil has been torn. The way has been opened. This truth should
transform our prayer life. We don't need to hesitate or wonder if God will receive us. We don't need to clean
ourselves up first or find the perfect words. We come as we are, through faith in Christ, and God welcomes us.
Today, approach God with confidence—not in yourself, but in the finished work of Jesus that has secured your
place in God’s presence.

BIBLE VERSE:

“In whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him.” - Ephesians 3:12

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What hesitations or barriers do you experience in approaching God, and how does the truth of “confident access
through faith” address those barriers?

SERMON QUOTE:
“We have boldness and we have access. And then Paul says, we have confident access through faith in him. We
can have confidence not in our unworthiness, but in Christ’s worthiness.”

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, thank You for the incredible privilege of approaching You with confidence through faith in
Jesus. Help me to come boldly to Your throne of grace, not based on my own worthiness but on Christ’s finished
work. Remove any hesitation or fear that keeps me from experiencing the fullness of relationship with You.
Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 5: LIVING WITNESSES TO THE MYSTERY

DEVOTIONAL:

CWhen we discover something amazing, our natural response is to share it. Whether it’s a breathtaking view, a
delicious restaurant, or a life-changing book, we want others to experience what we've experienced. In Ephesians
3, Paul reveals that God has chosen to share His greatest mystery—the good news of salvation through Christ—
through the Church. We're not just recipients of this revelation; we're messengers of it. God could have chosen
any method to make His wisdom known. He could have written it in the stars or proclaimed it through angels.
Instead, He chose to reveal His “manifold wisdom” through ordinary people like us who have been transformed
by His grace. This gives tremendous purpose to our lives and our church communities. We exist not just for
our own spiritual growth or comfort but to make known the mystery of Christ to a watching world. Through
our unity despite differences, our love despite conflicts, our hope despite suffering, we display the wisdom of
God. Even when circumstances seem limiting, like Paul’s imprisonment, the message remains unchained. The
messenger may be restricted, but the mystery continues to spread. Today, remember that you're not a spectator
in God’s plan but a living witness to it. Your life, your words, your relationships are all opportunities to reveal
the mystery of Christ to those who haven't yet understood it.

BIBLE VERSE:
“So that the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known through the church to the rulers and the
authorities in the heavenly places.” - Ephesians 3:10

REFLECTION QUESTION:
In what specific ways can your life serve as a witness to God’s mystery of salvation that includes all people
through Christ?

SERMON QUOTE:

“We're not spectators in God’s plan. We are living witnesses and all of heaven knows it. Don’t ever lose heart.
God has a secret and his name is Jesus.”

PRAYER:

Lord, thank You for including me in Your plan to make Your wisdom known. Help me to live in a way that
clearly displays the truth and beauty of the gospel. Use my words, my actions, and my relationships to reveal
Your mystery to those who haven't yet understood it. Make me a faithful witness to Your grace. Amen.

NOTES:




