A
5-DAY SERMON \l DEVOTIONAL

DAY 1: WHEN YOUR BEST ISN'T ENOUGH
DEVOTIONAL:

Have you ever worked all night on something only to come up empty-handed? Peter knew that
feeling intimately. After fishing all night with nothing to show for it, he was washing his nets in
defeat. We've all been there - pouring our hearts into relationships, careers, or dreams, only to face
disappointment. Peter was an experienced fisherman. He knew the waters, had theright equipment,
and put in the effort. Yet sometimes our expertise, resources, and hard work still fall short. This
isn't a reflection of our worth or capabilities; it's a reminder of our human limitations. The beautiful
truth is that our failures don't disqualify us from God'’s purposes - they often prepare us for them.
When we reach the end of our own strength, we become candidates for God’s intervention. Peter’s
empty nets weren'tthe end of his story; they were setting the stage for a miracle. God doesn’'t waste
our struggles. Every sleepless night, every failed attempt, every moment of feeling inadequate is
being woven into a larger tapestry. Your current season of difficulty might feel overwhelming,
but it's positioning you for something greater than you can imagine. Today, if you're facing your
own ‘empty nets’ situation, remember that God sees your effort. He knows your heart. And He's
preparing to do something beautiful with your willingness to keep trying, even when your best
doesn’t seem good enough.

BIBLE VERSE:

“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people were crowding around
him and listening to the word of God. He saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the
fishermen, who were washing their nets.” - Luke 5:1-2

REFLECTION QUESTION:
What area of your life feels like you've been ‘fishing all night” with empty results, and how might
God be preparing you through this season of struggle?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Sometimes in life we have to accept that our best is just not good enough. And Sometimes we
need to rely on God.”

PRAYER:

Lord, when my best efforts fall short, help me remember that You see my heart and my struggles.
Give me the strength to keep trying and the wisdom to recognize when You're preparing me for
something greater. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 2: INVITING JESUS INTO YOUR BOAT
DEVOTIONAL:

After a night of failure, Peter made a decision that changed everything - he let Jesus use his

boat. What seemed like a simple favor became the catalyst for transformation. Sometimes the
breakthrough we need begins with a small act of surrender. Jesus didn’t just want to use Peter’s
boat for teaching; He wanted to be invited into every aspect of Peter’s life, including his work.
How often do we compartmentalize our lives, keeping Jesus in the ‘spiritual” areas while handling
business, relationships, and daily challenges on our own? When we invite Jesus into our ‘boats’ -
our workplaces, families, dreams, and struggles - everything changes. He doesn’t just want to be
our Sunday Savior; He wants to be our Monday through Saturday partner. The same hands that
calmed storms can bring peace to your chaos. The same voice that taught multitudes can give
you wisdom for your decisions. Peter’s willingness to share his boat positioned him for a miracle
he never saw coming. Your openness to include Jesus in the mundane, difficult, and ordinary
parts of your life creates space for the extraordinary. True success isn't about achieving wealth
or fame - it's about experiencing Jesus in every moment. When He’s in your boat, even the most
routine day can become an adventure of faith. Even your workplace can become a place of
ministry. Even your struggles can become testimonies of His goodness..

BIBLE VERSE:
“He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little from
shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the boat.” - Luke 5:3

REFLECTION QUESTION:
What areas of your life have you been trying to handle without inviting Jesus in, and how can you
practically include Him in those spaces today?

SERMON QUOTE:
“True success is defined by this knowing Jesus and experiencing Him."

PRAYER:
Jesus, linvite You into every area of my life - my work, relationships, dreams, and daily challenges.
Help me to see You not just as my Savior, but as my constant companion and guide. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 3: FAITHFUL IN LITTLE THINGS
DEVOTIONAL:

When Jesus finished teaching, He gave Peter an instruction that seemed illogical: ‘Put out into
deep water, and let down the nets for a catch.” Peter had every reason to object - wrong time of
day, wrong location, and he'd already tried all night. Yet he chose obedience over expertise. Peter’s
response reveals a crucial principle: ‘Because you say so, | will let down the nets.” This wasn't
blind faith; it was informed trust. Peter had just witnessed Jesus teach with authority and wisdom.
Sometimes obedience in small things positions us for direction in bigger things. God often tests our
faithfulness in seemingly insignificant moments before entrusting us with greater opportunities.
How we respond when His instructions don’'t make sense to our natural understanding reveals
the depth of our trust. Peter could have argued, made excuses, or simply ignored the suggestion.
Instead, he chose to act on Jesus’ word. This kind of obedience requires humility - setting aside
our experience, logic, and pride to follow God'’s direction. It means being willing to look foolish in
the eyes of others if it means being faithful to God’s voice. Your current season might feel small
or insignificant, but God is watching how you handle the ‘little things. Your faithfulness in today’s
ordinary moments is preparing you for tomorrow’s extraordinary opportunities. Every act of
obedience, no matter how small, positions you for greater direction from God.

BIBLE VERSE:

“When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let down the
nets for a catch.” - Luke 5:4

REFLECTION QUESTION:
What ‘small” act of obedience is God asking of you right now that might not make sense to your
natural understanding, but could position you for His greater direction?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Obedience positions you for direction.”

PRAYER:
Father, help me to be faithful in the small things You're asking of me today. Give me the humility
to obey even when | dont understand, trusting that You're preparing me for greater things. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 4: LAUNCH OUT INTO THE DEEP

DEVOTIONAL:

Jesus told Peter to go to the deep water - away from the safety and familiarity of the shore. The
shallow waters near the shore were comfortable, predictable, and safe. But the big fish weren't
there. Sometimes God calls us to leave our comfort zones and venture into unfamiliar territory
where His greatest blessings await. Staying close to shore feels secure, but it limits our potential.
We fish in shallow waters when we play it safe, avoid risks, and stick to what we've always done.
But God's invitation is to launch out into the deep - to attempt great things for Him, knowing that
when we do, we'll achieve great things for Him. The deep waters represent places of faith where
we must depend entirely on God. It's starting that business, having that difficult conversation,
taking that step of faith, or pursuing that dream that seems impossible. It's scary because we can’t
touch bottom anymore - we're completely dependent on God'’s quidance and provision. Peter had
fished these waters his whole life, but he'd never experienced what happened when he combined
his effort with Jesus’ direction. The deep waters that once seemed empty were actually teeming
with blessing. Sometimes what we need isn’t a new location, but a new perspective - seeing our
circumstances through God’s eyes rather than our own limited understanding. God doesn’t want
to just bless you; He wants to bless others through you. But that requires launching out into the
deep where His purposes can be fully realized.

BIBLE VERSE:
“Simon answered, ‘Master, we've worked hard all night and haven’t caught anything. But because
you say so, | will let down the nets.” - Luke 5:5

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What ‘deep water’is God calling you to launch into that feels scary but could be where His greatest
blessings await?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Don’t fish too close to the shore.”

PRAYER:
Lord, give me courage to leave the safety of the shore and launch out into the deep waters of faith.
Help me trust You completely when | can no longer touch bottom on my own. Amen.

NOTES:
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DAY 5: CAST YOUR NET ONE MORE TIME
DEVOTIONAL:

The miracle happened when Peter cast his net one more time. After a night of failure, with every
reason to give up, he tried again - this time with Jesus in the boat. The result was so overwhelming
that the nets began to break and they needed help from other boats. Sometimes success is
swimming right underneath the surface, waiting for one more cast. How many times have we
been on the verge of giving up, not knowing that breakthrough was just one more attempt away?
Peter’s story reminds us that failure doesn’t have to be final. Each disappointment, each setback,
each empty net was preparing him for this moment of abundance. The difference wasn’tin Peter’s
technique, equipment, or effort - it was in having Jesus present and following His direction. When
we partner with God rather than asking Him to partner with us, everything changes. We stop fishing
in our own strength and start fishing with His wisdom and power. Maybe you’ve been living in
futility, waiting for something to happen, something to change. Perhaps you've cast your nets so
many times that you're ready to quit. But what if this is your moment? What if Jesus is in your boat
right now, asking you to try one more time? God wants to bless you, but He also wants to bless
others through you. The abundance Peter experienced wasn't just for him - it blessed his partners
and provided for many. When God blesses you, it's often to make you a blessing to others. Your
breakthrough might be the key to someone else’s miracle.

BIBLE VERSE:
“When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break.”
- Luke 5:6

REFLECTION QUESTION:
What area of your life needs ‘one more cast’ with Jesus directing your efforts, and how might your
breakthrough become a blessing to others?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Just because you haven't been a success, mean success isn't swimming right underneath the
surface.”

PRAYER:

Jesus, help me not to give up when I'm so close to breakthrough. Give me strength to cast my net
one more time with You guiding my efforts. Use my success to bless others around me. Amen.

NOTES:




