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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY I: THE BEGINNING OF EVERYTHING
DEVOTIONAL:

Every great story has a beginning, but Mark’s Gospel opens with something extraordinary: “The
beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” This isn't just the start of a
book or even Jesus's earthly ministry - it's the beginning of the most important story in human
history. Mark understood that Jesus's name now reigns as the center of all human history.
Everything before pointed to His coming, and everything after flows from His life, death, and
resurrection. This Gospel isn't a biography; it's a compelling argument designed to show us who
Jesus truly is. When we grasp that Jesus is the focal point of all history, it changes how we
view our own lives. We're not the main characters in our stories - He is. Our struggles, victories,
and daily moments all find their meaning in relation to Him. This perspective brings incredible
freedom because it reminds us that the weight of the world doesn't rest on our shoulders.
Today, as you go about your routine, remember that you're living in the continuation of the
greatest story ever told. Your life has purpose because it's connected to His story.

BIBLE VERSE:

“The beginning of the good news about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” - Mark 1:1

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How does knowing that Jesus is the center of all history change the way you view your current
circumstances?

SERMON QUOTE:

“The story was never about us, and it's always been about Him."

PRAYER:

Lord, help me remember that my story finds its meaning in Your greater story. May | live today
with the confidence that comes from being part of Your eternal plan. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 2: A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS
DEVOTIONAL.:

John the Baptist lived an unconventional life by any standard. Dwelling in the wilderness,
wearing camel hair, and eating locusts might seem extreme to us, but every detail of his lifestyle
served a purpose. He was fulfilling ancient prophecies and preparing hearts for the coming
Messiah. John's unusual appearance reminded people of the prophet Elijah, connecting them to
God's promises from centuries past. His message was simple yet profound: someone greater is
coming. John understood that his role wasn't to be the main attraction but to prepare the way
for the One who truly mattered. Sometimes God calls us to unconventional paths to accomplish
His purposes. Like John, we might find ourselves in “wilderness” seasons - times that feel
isolated or different from what we expected. But these seasons often serve as preparation
for something greater God wants to do through us. John's life reminds us that faithfulness in
preparation is just as important as faithfulness in the spotlight. Whether you're in a season of
waiting, preparing, or feeling overlooked, remember that God is using this time to shape you
for His purposes.

BIBLE VERSE:

“As John was completing his work, he said: ‘Who do you suppose | am? | am not the one you
are looking for. But there is one coming after me whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.”
- Acts 13:25

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What might God be preparing in your life during this current season, even if it feels like a
‘wilderness’ time?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Mark is going to explain to us that the gospel begins in Christ, but the story long preceded His
human birth.”

PRAYER:

Father, help me trust Your timing and preparation in my life. Use even the wilderness seasons
to prepare my heart for what You have planned. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 3: THE MIGHTY ONE
DEVOTIONAL:

John the Baptist made an astounding declaration about Jesus: “After me comes the one more
powerful than I, the straps of whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.” Consider this - Jesus
Himself said that among those born of women, there was no one greater than John. Yet this
greatest of humans declared himself unworthy to perform the most menial task for Jesus.
This wasn't false humility; it was accurate assessment. John recognized that Jesus wasn't just
another teacher or prophet. He was the mighty One who would baptize not just with water, but
with the Holy Spirit. The question isn't whether Jesus is mighty - the question is whether He
is mighty in your life. When we truly grasp Jesus's power and authority, it transforms how we
approach our challenges. The same mighty power that John proclaimed is available to us today.
Jesus doesn't just have power; He is power. He doesn't just offer help; He offers transformation
from the inside out. Today, whatever you're facing, remember that the mighty One is with you.
His power isn't limited by your circumstances, your past, or your fears. He is the same yesterday,
today, and forever.

BIBLE VERSE:
“And this was his message: ‘After me comes the one more powerful than I, the straps of
whose sandals | am not worthy to untie.” - Mark 1:7

REFLECTION QUESTION:

In what area of your life do you need to experience Jesus's mighty power more fully?

SERMON QUOTE:

“The question is not, is Jesus mighty? The question is, is he mighty in your life?”

PRAYER:
Jesus, | acknowledge Your mighty power and authority. Help me trust in Your strength rather
than my own, especially in the challenges I'm facing today. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 4: STEPPING OUT OF THE WAY
DEVOTIONAL:

John the Baptist understood something that many of us struggle with: his purpose was to
point people to Jesus and then step aside. He famously declared, “He must become greater,
| must become less.” This wasn't about diminishing his own worth, but about understanding
his true calling. John's role was like a telephone operator - connecting two parties and then
getting out of the way so they could have a direct conversation. He introduced people to Jesus
and then stepped back, allowing them to develop their own relationship with the Savior. This
principle applies to all of us. Whether we're parents, leaders, friends, or mentors, our ultimate
goal should be to point people to Jesus, not to ourselves. The danger comes when we find
ourselves still talking with the operator instead of connecting directly with the One we truly
need. Every conversation, every act of service, every moment of influence is an opportunity to
redirect attention to Jesus. When we succeed in this, we fulfill our highest calling - not to be the
hero of someone’'s story, but to introduce them to the true Hero.

BIBLE VERSE:

“He must increase, but | must decrease.” - John 3:30

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How can you better point others to Jesus rather than drawing attention to yourself in your
relationships and responsibilities?

SERMON QUOTE:

“John said, that's my function. I'm just connecting two parties. I'm just preparing the way. I'm
introducing you to the one who is mightier, the One who has been promised, the One who is
coming, the One who is your Savior. And then I'm stepping out of the way.”

PRAYER:

Lord, help me decrease so that You might increase in the lives of those around me. May my
words and actions always point others to You. Amen.

NOTES:




¢« MIGHTIER

THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 5: ALWAYS AND ONLY HIM
DEVOTIONAL:

As we conclude this journey through the beginning of Mark's Gospel, we're reminded of a
fundamental truth: it's always and only about Jesus. John the Baptist got this right. Mark
got this right. The question is: do we get this right? Our lives, our ministries, our work, and
our relationships are all intended to point people to Him. When we lose sight of this central
purpose, we can become distracted by lesser things - our own achievements, recognition, or
comfort. But when we keep Jesus at the center, everything else finds its proper place. This
doesn't diminish our value or importance; it actually gives our lives their greatest meaning.
We were created to reflect His glory, to be part of His story, and to help others discover the joy
of knowing Him. When we redirect our focus from ourselves to Him, we find the freedom and
purpose we've been searching for. Today and every day, let this be your reminder: whenever
you need to redirect your focus, remember that it always and only belongs to Him. This is where
true life begins.

BIBLE VERSE:

“Then | remembered what the Lord had said: ‘John baptized with water, but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit."’- Acts 11:16

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What practical steps can you take this week to ensure that your focus remains on Jesus rather
than on yourself?

SERMON QUOTE:

“If | ever need to redirect my focus to take my focus off of me, | remind myself it always and
only belongs to Him."

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank You for being the center of all history and the purpose of my life. Help me live each
day with the focus always and only on You. Amen.

NOTES:




