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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY I: STEPPING INTO OUR PLACE
DEVOTIONAL:

When Jesus walked into the Jordan River to be baptized, something extraordinary happened.
He wasn't there because He needed forgiveness - He had no sin to confess. Instead, Jesus was
stepping into our place, identifying with humanity while remaining perfectly pure. This wasn't
about His need; it was about ours. In that moment, Jesus began the work of salvation by
positioning Himself where we should have been. His baptism was a declaration that He would
take on our humanity without taking on our sin. This beautiful act of identification shows us a
Savior who understands our condition but isn't trapped by it. He came close enough to touch
our struggles vet remained powerful enough to overcome them. When we feel distant from
God or overwhelmed by our failures, we can remember that Jesus chose to step into our messy
world. He didn't stay at a safe distance - He came near.

BIBLE VERSE:

“It came to pass in those days that Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized by
John in the Jordan.” - Mark 1:9

REFLECTION QUESTION:
How does knowing that Jesus willingly stepped into your place change the way you view your
relationship with Him?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Jesus stepped into our place, yet stood apart from our sin.”

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank You for stepping into our place when You could have remained distant. Help us to
trust in Your identification with our humanity and Your power to save us. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 2: HEAVEN TORN OPEN
DEVOTIONAL:

The moment Jesus emerged from the baptismal waters, heaven itself was torn open. This wasn't
a gentle parting of clouds - the word Mark uses describes a violent ripping, like fabric being split
in two. The same word would later describe the temple veil being torn at Jesus’ crucifixion.
Heaven, which had seemed closed to humanity since the fall, was now being opened through
Jesus. The Holy Spirit descended like a dove, and the Father's voice thundered approval over
His beloved Son. This wasn't just a private moment between Father and Son - it was a public
declaration that the way to God was being opened. The Trinity was working together to bridge
the gap between heaven and earth. When you feel like your prayers aren't reaching heaven or
that God seems distant, remember this moment. Through Jesus, heaven has been torn open for
you. The barrier has been removed, and the way to the Father is clear.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the Spirit
descending upon Him like a dove.” - Mark 1:10

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What barriers in your life feel like they're keeping you from experiencing God's presence, and
how might Jesus have already torn them down?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Mark uses a more explicit word. It is a word that really means to be split. It was the word used
in Matthew, chapter 27, when the Bible says, at the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, the veil of the
temple was torn in two from top to bottom.”

PRAYER:

Father, thank You for tearing open heaven through Jesus. Help us to live with confidence that
we have access to You through Him. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 3: THE FATHER'S DELIGHT
DEVOTIONAL:

In a world where approval often feels conditional and love seems earned, the Father's voice at
Jesus’ baptism cuts through our insecurities with stunning clarity. “This is My beloved Son, in
whom | am well pleased.” These weren't words spoken after Jesus had performed miracles or
preached sermons - this was before His public ministry even began. The Father's delight wasn't
based on performance but on relationship. This moment reveals something beautiful about
God's heart toward those who belong to Him. When you're in Christ, the Father's pleasure rests
on you not because of what you've done, but because of who you are in Jesus. The same voice
that declared delight over Jesus at the Jordan speaks over you today. You don't have to earn
God's love or work for His approval. In Christ, you already have both. This truth can transform
how you approach each day, knowing you're walking in the security of the Father's unchanging
love.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.”
- Mark 11

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How would your daily life change if you truly believed that God delights in you the same way He
delights in Jesus?

SERMON QUOTE:
“In this moment, Jesus coming out of the water, fulfilling everything that the Bible said would
take place.”

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father, help us to rest in Your delight and approval that comes through Jesus. May
this truth transform how we see ourselves and live each day. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 4: TESTED IN THE WILDERNESS
DEVOTIONAL:

Immediately after the spiritual high of His baptism, Jesus was driven into the wilderness for
forty days of testing. Weakened by fasting and surrounded by wild animals, He faced Satan’s
most cunning temptations. This wasn't an accident - it was necessary. For Jesus to be our perfect
Savior, He had to prove He could stand where others had fallen. Adam failed in the garden, Israel
failed in the wilderness, but Jesus stood firm. The stakes couldn't have been higher - if Jesus
had given in to sin, He couldn't have died for ours. His victory in the wilderness qualified Him as
our perfect sacrifice. We all face wilderness seasons - times when we're spiritually, emotionally,
or physically depleted and the enemy seems to attack our weakest points. In these moments,
we can take courage knowing that Jesus understands our struggles and has already won the
victory. He stood where we couldn't stand and conquered what we couldn't conquer.

BIBLE VERSE:

“Immediately the Spirit drove Him into the wilderness.” - Mark 1:12

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What wilderness season are you facing right now, and how can Jesus' victory in His wilderness
give you strength for yours?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Only in conquering these temptations is Jesus qualified to complete His mission. Only in this
moment will Jesus be able to stand for your sin.”

PRAYER:
Lord Jesus, thank You for standing firm in the wilderness when we could not. Give us strength
to trust in Your victory during our own times of testing. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 5: OUR CHAMPION WHO ST@D
DEVOTIONAL:

Jesus' victory in the wilderness wasn't just a personal triumph - it was a victory for all humanity.
Where Adam fell and Israel failed, Jesus stood. His success became our success, His victory
became our victory. This is the beautiful truth of substitution: Jesus didn't just show us how
to live; He lived the life we couldn’t live and died the death we deserved to die. He's both
our example of what we should do and the accomplishment of what only He could do. When
you're struggling with temptation or feeling defeated by your failures, remember that Jesus
has already won the battle. His righteousness covers your unrighteousness, His strength
compensates for your weakness. You don't have to earn salvation or prove your worth - Jesus
has already done both. Because He stood, He could go to the cross. Because He stood, He could
take our place. Because He stood, we can stand too, not in our own strength, but in His. This is
the gospel: Jesus accomplished what we never could so that we might receive what we never
deserved.

BIBLE VERSE:
“And He was there in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild
beasts; and the angels ministered to Him."” - Mark 1:13

REFLECTION QUESTION:

In what areas of your life do you need to stop trying to prove yourself and instead rest in what
Jesus has already accomplished for you?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Because Jesus stood, He could go to the cross. Because Jesus stood, He could take our place.
Because Jesus stood, He could save us from our sin.”

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank You for standing where we fell and accomplishing what we could never do. Help us
to rest in Your victory and live from that place of security. Amen.

NOTES:




