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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 1: A VOICE UKENO OTHR
DEVOTIONAL:

When Jesus first taught in the synagogue at Capernaum, something extraordinary happened.
The people were amazed because He spoke differently than anyone they had ever heard. While
other teachers quoted previous rabbis and built their authority on tradition, Jesus spoke with
His own divine authority. His words carried weight not because of His position or credentials,
but because of who He was. Today, we live in a world filled with competing voices - social media
influencers, political leaders, experts, and celebrities all vying for our attention and allegiance.
Yet none of these voices carry the same authority as Jesus. When He speaks through His Word,
it's not just another opinion or perspective. It's truth that transforms lives and situations. His
voice still cuts through the noise of our busy world, offering clarity, direction, and hope. The
question isn't whether Jesus has authority - it's whether we're listening to His voice above all
others.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, and
not as the scribes.” - Mark 1:22

REFLECTION QUESTION:
When vou read Jesus' words in Scripture, do you approach them as mere suggestions or as
authoritative commands that deserve your complete attention and obedience?

SERMON QUOTE:

“When Jesus spoke, he spoke different than what they had ever seen before.”

PRAYER:

Lord, help me to recognize Your voice above all others. Give me ears to hear Your truth and a
heart that responds to Your authority with trust and obedience. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 2: WHEN DARKNESS MEETS [IGHT
DEVOTIONAL:

Something powerful happens when the presence of Jesus encounters evil. In the synagogue, a
demon-possessed man couldn't remain silent in Jesus' presence. The unholy was compelled to
respond to the Holy One. This wasn't a coincidence - it was a demonstration of spiritual reality.
Light exposes darkness, and holiness confronts sin. What's remarkable is that the demons
immediately recognized who Jesus was, even when religious leaders and disciples struggled
with His identity. Evil knows its master. This same dynamic happens in our lives today. When
we truly encounter Jesus, the areas of darkness in our hearts can't remain hidden. His presence
brings conviction, not condemnation. He doesn't expose our sin to shame us, but to free us. Just
as the demon had to acknowledge Jesus’ authority, our struggles, fears, and sins must bow to
His power. Nothing in your life is too dark or too broken for Jesus to handle. His light is stronger
than any darkness you're facing.

BIBLE VERSE:
““What business do You have with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? |
know who You are: the Holy One of God!" - Mark 1:24

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What areas of darkness in your life need to be brought into the light of Jesus' presence?

SERMON QUOTE:
“The odd thing is the demons seem to be the only ones who actually know who Jesus actually
is. Religious leaders denied it. The disciples weren't really sure. But the demons knew.”

PRAYER:

Jesus, linvite Your light into every corner of my heart. Expose what needs to be healed and give
me courage to surrender it all to You. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 3: THE POWER OF HIS WORD
DEVOTIONAL:

With just two simple commands - “Be quiet!” and “Come out of him!” - Jesus demonstrated
absolute authority over the spiritual realm. There was no struggle, no negotiation, no lengthy
battle. The demon immediately obeyed. This reveals something profound about the power of
Jesus's word. When He speaks, things happen. Creation itself responds to His voice. The same
word that spoke the universe into existence is the word that sets captives free today. Perhaps
you're facing a situation that feels impossible - a broken relationship, a health crisis, financial
stress, or emotional turmoil. Remember that Jesus' word carries the same power today as it
did in that synagogue. He doesn't need to shout or struggle to accomplish His will. His gentle
whisper can move mountains and calm storms. The key is trusting that His word is enough.
When He says “Peace, be still” to your anxious heart, believe it. When He declares “It is finished"”
over your guilt and shame, receive it. His word has the final say in every situation you're facing.

BIBLE VERSE:

“‘Be quiet! said Jesus sternly. ‘Come out of him! The impure spirit shook the man violently
and came out of him with a shriek.” - Mark 1:25-26

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What impossible situation in your life needs to hear the powerful word of Jesus?

SERMON QUOTE:

“When Jesus spoke, the demon said, yes, sir. There's no argument, there's no arm wrestling
match. There's no negotiation.”

PRAYER:

Lord, | trust in the power of Your word. Speak into my circumstances and let Your will be done
in my life. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 4: BEYOND AMAZEMENT
DEVOTIONAL:

The people in Capernaum witnessed incredible displays of Jesus’' authority - His powerful
teaching and miraculous deliverance. They were amazed, astonished, and impressed. Yet Jesus
later rebuked this same city because despite all they had seen and heard, their hearts remained
unchanged. They had experienced amazement without transformation. This reveals a crucial
truth about our relationship with Jesus. It's possible to be impressed by His power, moved
by His love, and amazed by His miracles while still keeping Him at arm’s length. Amazement
is a good starting point, but it's not the destination. Jesus calls us beyond mere wonder to
complete surrender.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And | tell you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for
you. And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades.”
- Matthew 11:22-23

REFLECTION QUESTION:

In what areas of your life are you still just amazed by Jesus rather than fully submitted to His
authority?

SERMON QUOTE:

“It would be easy to be impressed by Jesus. It's something different to submit to Him.”

PRAYER:

Jesus, | don't want to just be impressed by You - | want to be changed by You. Help me move
from amazement to complete surrender in every area of my life. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 5: THE FINAL WORD
DEVOTIONAL:

Jesus declared that all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Him. This isn't just
a nice theological statement - it's the foundation of everything we believe and hope for. When
Jesus speaks, creation responds. Demons flee, history moves, seasons change, and stars shine
because He commands it. His word is final because He is the One with ultimate authority. This
truth should fill us with incredible confidence and peace. In a world that often feels chaotic
and out of control, we serve the One who has the last word on everything. No matter what
circumstances you're facing, no matter how overwhelming vour challenges seem, Jesus has
authority over it all.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me'" - Matthew 28:18

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How does knowing that Jesus has the final word on everything change the way you approach
your current challenges and decisions?

SERMON QUOTE:

“He is the one who has the last word on everything.”

PRAYER:

Lord Jesus, | acknowledge Your complete authority over my life and circumstances. Help me to
trust in Your final word rather than my own understanding or the world's opinions. Amen.

NOTES:




