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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 1: THE UNTOUCHABLE BECOMES TOUCHABLE
DEVOTIONAL:

Imagine living completely cut off from human contact - no hugs, no handshakes, no gentle touch
from a loved one. This was the reality for lepers in ancient times. They were the walking dead,
forced to cry out “Unclean! Unclean!” to warn others away. Yet one leper dared to approach
Jesus, breaking every social rule. His bold faith wasn't rooted in doubt about Jesus' power,
but in hope about His willingness. Sometimes we feel untouchable too - weighed down by
shame, failure, or circumstances that make us feel isolated. Like this leper, we might wonder
if God is willing to reach into our mess. The beautiful truth is that no condition, no matter how
desperate, puts us beyond Jesus' reach. He sees past our exterior circumstances to our hearts
crying out for healing.

BIBLE VERSE:

“A man with leprosy came to him and begged him on his knees, ‘If you are willing, you can
make me clean.” - Mark 1:40

REFLECTION QUESTION:

What areas of your life feel “untouchable” or too messy for God to handle?

SERMON QUOTE:

“If you are willing, you can make me clean. This man is absolutely - he's emphatically confident
Jesus can heal me, despite what they knew about leprosy.”

PRAYER:

Jesus, help me believe that You are not only able but willing to reach into the messiest parts of
my life. Give me the courage to approach You boldly with my deepest needs. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 2: MOVED WITH COMPASSION
DEVOTIONAL:

When Jesus saw the leper, He wasn't disgusted or afraid - He was moved with compassion. The
Greek word suggests His emotions were stirred in the deepest part of His being. This wasn't a
casual sympathy but a profound, gut-level response to human suffering. Jesus didn't just feel
sorry for the man; He was compelled to act. This reveals something beautiful about our Savior's
heart. He doesn't look at our struggles with cold indifference or clinical detachment. When we
hurt, He hurts with us. When we're desperate, His compassion is stirred. This same Jesus who
was moved by one leper’s plight is moved by your circumstances today. He's not a distant God
who observes from afar, but an intimate Savior who feels deeply about what you're going
through.

BIBLE VERSE:

“For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we
have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he did not sin.”

- Hebrews 4:15

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How does knowing that Jesus is moved with compassion for your situation change how you
approach Him in prayer?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Jesus was moved with compassion. We find a fascinating picture about the compassion of our
Lord. How Jesus was moved, how He was affected, not just interrupted, He was moved with
compassion.”

PRAYER:
Lord, thank You that You don't just see my struggles but feel them with me. Help me rest in Your
compassionate heart today. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 3: THE REVOLUTIONARY TOUCH
DEVOTIONAL:

What Jesus did next was scandalous. He touched the leper. The law forbade it. Social norms
rejected it. Common sense would refuse it. Yet Jesus reached out His hand and made contact
with the untouchable man. This wasn't just about healing - it was about dignity, worth, and
belonging. That leper hadn't felt human touch in years, maybe decades. But here's the miracle:
when the clean touches the unclean, normally the clean becomes contaminated. With Jesus, the
opposite happened. His purity was so powerful that it overcame the man’s impurity. Jesus could
have healed from a distance - He'd done it before. But He chose to touch because sometimes we
need more than healing; we need to know we're not alone, that we matter, that someone cares
enough to reach into our mess.

BIBLE VERSE:

“Jesus reached out his hand and touched the man. ‘I am willing,’ he said. ‘Be clean!
- Mark 1:41

REFLECTION QUESTION:
When have you experienced God's “touch” in a way that not only changed your circumstances
but also reminded you of your worth?

SERMON QUOTE:

“desus touched him. The law forbade it. Reason would refuse it. Jesus touched him.”

PRAYER:
Jesus, thank You for not keeping Your distance from my brokenness. Help me trust that Your
touch brings healing. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

‘DAY 4: IMMEDIATE AND COMPLETE
DEVOTIONAL:

The healing wasn't gradual - it was immediate. Mark emphasizes this word: “immediately.” There
was no slow improvement, no partial recovery. 0ne moment the man was leprous, the next he
was completely clean. This reveals something powerful about Jesus' authority. Demons obey
Him. Sickness flees at His command. Even the most hopeless diseases surrender to His word.
But notice what came with the healing: responsibility. Jesus gave clear instructions - tell no
one and go to the priests for proper restoration. The man's excitement, while understandable,
led to disobedience that had consequences. His spreading the news actually hindered Jesus'’
ministry. Sometimes God's immediate work in our lives comes with immediate instructions. Our
best testimony isn't always our excitement - it's our obedience.

BIBLE VERSE:

“And immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was cleansed.” - Mark 1:42

REFLECTION QUESTION:

How can vou balance celebrating God's work in your life with being obedient to His specific
instructions for you?

SERMON QUOTE:

“I am willing, be cleansed. And immediately - mark that word - immediately the leprosy left.”

PRAYER:
God, help me respond to Your blessings with both gratitude and obedience. Give me wisdom to
know when to share and when to simply trust Your timing. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 5: TRADING PLACES
DEVOTIONAL:

The story ends with a beautiful reversal. The leper who began outside the community ended up
inside and welcome again. Jesus, who started in the center of town, ended up outside, unable
to enter cities openly. It's as though they traded places - and this points to the greater exchange
Jesus would make on the cross. He took our sin so we could have His righteousness. He became
cursed so we could be blessed. He was separated from the Father so we could be welcomed
home. Leprosy is like sin - it makes us unclean, has no human cure, leads to separation and
death, and desensitizes us to its seriousness. But Jesus specializes in the impossible. No one
is too sick, too far gone, or too broken for His healing touch. A leper came to Jesus and his life
was changed - and so can yours.

BIBLE VERSE:

“But he went out and began to proclaim it freely, and to spread the matter, so that Jesus
could no longer openly enter the city, but was outside in deserted places; and they came to
Him from every direction.” - Mark 1:45

REFLECTION QUESTION:

In what ways has Jesus “traded places” with you, taking what you deserved so you could receive
what you didn't?

SERMON QUOTE:

“It is as though Jesus traded places with him in the same way he traded places with you and
me on the cross.”

PRAYER:

Jesus, I'm amazed by Your willingness to trade places with me. Help me live worthy of this
incredible exchange, walking in the freedom You've given me. Amen.

NOTES:




