
Day 1: Friends Who Won’t Give Up
Devotional:
Have you ever had a friend who refused to let you face a challenge alone? In Mark 2, we meet four 
incredible friends who demonstrate what persistent love looks like. When their paralyzed friend 
needed healing, they encountered what seemed like an impossible barrier - crowds blocking 
every entrance to Jesus. But these friends had something special: they were determined to 
get their friend to Jesus, no matter what it took. Instead of walking away defeated, they got 
creative. They climbed onto the roof, removed tiles, and lowered their friend directly to Jesus. 
Their actions spoke louder than words. They believed that if they could just get their friend 
to Jesus, everything would change. This kind of friendship challenges us. Are we the type of 
people who persist when things get difficult? Do we give up when the first door closes, or do we 
look for another way? These four men teach us that true friendship means never giving up on 
someone’s need for Jesus. Their faith wasn’t just something they believed - it was something 
they demonstrated through action. They literally moved heaven and earth (or at least a roof) to 
bring their friend to the One who could help.

Bible Verse:
“Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the 
roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on.” 
- Mark 2:4

Reflection Question:
Who in your life needs you to be the kind of persistent friend who won’t give up on bringing 
them to Jesus?

Sermon Quote:
“I hope you have friends like this. I hope you are a friend like this - committed, determined to 
bring your friend to Jesus.”

Prayer:
Lord, help me be a friend who persists in love and never gives up on bringing others to You. Give 
me creative ways to overcome barriers that keep people from encountering Your grace. Amen.

Notes:



Day 2: Faith That Shows
Devotional:
When Jesus saw the four friends lowering their paralyzed companion through the roof, He 
noticed something remarkable - their faith. But this wasn’t faith that simply believed the right 
things; this was faith that did something visible and tangible. Too often, we think faith is just 
a private, internal matter. We believe in our hearts and assume that’s enough. But the faith 
Jesus noticed was faith in action. These men didn’t just pray for their friend from a distance. 
They didn’t just hope things would work out. They rolled up their sleeves, climbed onto a roof, 
and literally broke through barriers. This challenges us to examine our own faith. Is it something 
people can see before they hear about it? When we say we believe in Jesus’ power to transform 
lives, do our actions back up our words? Faith that makes a difference is faith that moves us to 
action. The beautiful thing is that Jesus responds to this kind of demonstrative faith. When He 
saw what these friends were willing to do, He was moved to act. Their visible faith created an 
opportunity for Jesus to reveal His power and grace in an extraordinary way.

Bible Verse:
“When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, ‘Son, your sins are forgiven.’”
 - Mark 2:5

Reflection Question:
Do people see your faith in action before they hear you talk about it?

Sermon Quote:
“Do people see your faith? Do they see your faith before they hear your faith? Do they see you 
doing something about what you believe?”

Prayer:
Jesus, help my faith be more than just words or thoughts. Let it be visible through my actions 
and persistent love for others. Amen.

Notes:



Day 3: When Jesus Surprises Us
Devotional:
Imagine the shock when Jesus looked at the paralyzed man and said, “Your sins are forgiven,” 
instead of “Get up and walk.” The four friends had worked so hard to get their friend to Jesus 
for physical healing, but Jesus addressed something completely different - something they 
couldn’t even see. This moment teaches us that Jesus often sees our needs differently than we 
do. The friends saw a physical problem that needed fixing. Jesus saw a spiritual condition that 
needed healing. While the paralysis was obvious and limiting, the man’s separation from God 
was his greatest barrier to true wholeness. Sometimes we come to Jesus asking Him to change 
our circumstances, but what He really wants to do is change our lives. We pray for better jobs, 
healed relationships, or financial relief - all good things - but Jesus knows our deepest need 
is forgiveness and reconciliation with God. This doesn’t mean Jesus doesn’t care about our 
physical needs. He proved His power by healing the man’s paralysis too. But He prioritizes our 
spiritual health because that’s what determines our eternal destiny. When we trust Jesus with 
our greatest need - our sin - everything else falls into proper perspective.

Bible Verse:
“‘But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.’ So he 
said to the man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home’” - Mark 2:10-11
 
Reflection Question:
What circumstances are you asking Jesus to change, when He might want to change something 
deeper in your heart instead?

Sermon Quote:
“Sometimes when we come to Jesus, we ask Him to change our circumstances. What He really 
wants to do is change our lives.”

Prayer:
Lord, help me trust You when Your answers surprise me. Give me wisdom to see that my spiritual 
needs are greater than my physical ones. Amen.

Notes:



Day 4: The Authority to Forgive
Devotional:
When Jesus declared the paralyzed man’s sins forgiven, the religious leaders immediately 
understood the implications. In their minds, only God could forgive sins, so Jesus was either 
committing blasphemy or claiming to be divine. There was no middle ground. Jesus proved 
His authority by doing something only God could do - healing the man’s paralysis with just a 
word. No touch, no ritual, just divine power spoken into existence. This miracle wasn’t just about 
helping one man walk again; it was about revealing Jesus’ true identity and His power over 
both physical and spiritual realms. This same authority that amazed the crowds 2,000 years 
ago is available to us today. The Jesus who could forgive sins then can forgive your sins now. 
The power that healed paralysis can heal the spiritual paralysis that keeps us separated from 
God. The greatest miracle wasn’t making a paralyzed man walk - it was offering forgiveness to 
a sinner. Physical healing is temporary, but forgiveness is eternal. When we understand that 
Jesus has the authority to forgive our sins, everything changes. We’re not just hoping for better 
circumstances; we’re receiving a completely new relationship with God.

Bible Verse:
‘”Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”’ 
- Mark 2:7

Reflection Question:
Do you truly believe that Jesus has the authority to completely forgive your sins, no matter 
what you’ve done?

Sermon Quote:
“Only two things are possible. Either Jesus has just spoken blasphemy or Jesus has authority 
only God has.”

Prayer:
Jesus, I acknowledge Your divine authority to forgive sins. Thank You that Your power extends 
beyond physical healing to spiritual transformation. Amen.

Notes:



Day 5: Grace That Transforms
Devotional:
The paralyzed man came to Jesus carried by friends and left walking on his own. But the greater 
transformation wasn’t in his legs - it was in his heart. Faith lowered him through the roof, but 
grace brought him into God’s family. This is the beautiful truth about Christianity: it offers more 
than temporary fixes or improved circumstances. It offers forgiveness - the one thing that 
addresses our deepest need. We may not share the paralyzed man’s physical condition, but we 
absolutely share his spiritual condition. We’re all separated from God because of sin. The good 
news is that Jesus isn’t angry with us. He hates sin because of what it does to us, but He loves 
us and wants to meet our spiritual need even more than our physical needs. Forgiveness isn’t 
something we can earn or achieve on our own - it’s only found in Jesus and only received by faith. 
When we trust Jesus with our sin, we experience the same transformation as the paralyzed 
man. We may still face physical challenges, but we’re spiritually whole. We have peace with God, 
purpose for living, and hope for eternity. That’s the grace that changes everything.

Bible Verse:
“He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and 
they praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything like this!’” - Mark 2:12

Reflection Question:
How has God’s grace transformed your life beyond just changing your circumstances?

Sermon Quote:
“Faith lowered the man through the roof. Grace brought him into the family of God.”

Prayer:
Father, thank You for the grace that forgives my sins and transforms my heart. Help me live in 
the freedom and joy of Your forgiveness every day. Amen.

Notes:


