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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 1: MORE THAN A JABEL
DEVOTIONAL:

Have you ever called someone a brother or sister in the Lord without stopping to think about
what that actually means? It is one of the most beautiful phrases in the Christian community,
but it points to something far deeper than a friendly greeting. In Mark 3, Jesus is surrounded
by a crowd when His family arrives outside. They expect access based on their connection to
Him. But Jesus does the unexpected. He looks at those around Him and says that whoever does
the will of God is His brother, sister, and mother. That is a stunning statement. Jesus is not
dismissing His earthly family. He is expanding the definition of family altogether. He is saying
that belonging to God's family is not about bloodlines, last names, or who you grew up with. It is
about a real, living relationship with Him. This is encouraging news. No matter where you come
from or what your family background looks like, the door to God's family is open to you. You do
not have to earn your way in. You are invited in. If you have placed your faith in Jesus, you are
not just a visitor in God's house. You are family. That identity is worth holding onto today.

BIBLE VERSE:

“For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason
Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters,” - Hebrews 2:11

REFLECTION QUESTION:

When you think about being part of God's family, does it feel like a living reality in your daily
life, or more like a title you carry without fully stepping into?

SERMON QUOTE:

“I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God. Washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood, joint
heirs with Jesus.”

PRAYER:

Father, thank You for the gift of belonging to Your family. Help me to understand and embrace
what it truly means to be Yours. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 2: CLOSE 1S NOT THE SAME AS CONNECTED
‘DEVOTIONAL:

There is a difference between being near something and being part of it. You can sit in the front
row of a concert and still not be a musician. You can stand in a hospital and still not be a doctor.
And you can be surrounded by faith your entire life without ever making it your own. In Mark 3,
one group of people is sitting right where Jesus is teaching. They are in the room. They can hear
His voice. They are as close as close gets. But Jesus does not define His family by who is nearby.
He defines it by who is living in step with God's will. This is a gentle but honest challenge. Church
attendance is a gift. Growing up in a Christian home is a blessing. Listening to sermons and
reading Scripture are all worthwhile. But none of those things, on their own, make you part
of His family. The good news is that proximity can become connection. Being near Jesus is @
starting point, not a finish line. If you have been close to faith without fully surrendering to it,
today is a good day to take that next step. He is not far from you. He is right there, waiting.

BIBLE VERSE:

“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.” - Matthew 7:21

REFLECTION QUESTION:

Is there an area of your life where you have been content to stay close to Jesus without fully
surrendering to Him?

SERMON QUOTE:

“You can stand close by where Jesus is being taught or even hear Jesus speaking, but being in
the room does not make you part of Jesus’ family.”

PRAYER:

Lord, | do not want to just be nearby. | want to truly know You and belong to You. Draw me
closer and help me surrender fully to Your will. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 3: FRUIT TELLS THE STORY
DEVOTIONAL:

Words are easy. Anyone can say the right things, use the right language, and show up in the
right places. But Jesus was never impressed by words alone. He said you will know people by
their fruit, by the actual evidence of a life that has been changed. Belonging to God's family
produces something visible. It shows up in how you treat people when you are frustrated. It
shows up in how you respond when life gets hard. It shows up in the small, everyday choices
that nobody else sees but God. This is not about being perfect. Every family member stumbles.
But there is a difference between stumbling and never moving at all. A life genuinely rooted
in Christ will show growth over time, even if that growth is slow and sometimes messy. Here
is the encouraging part. Obedience is not what gets you into God's family. Faith does that. But
obedience is the natural response of someone who has truly been welcomed in. When you know
you are loved and accepted by God, living for Him becomes less of a burden and more of a joy.
Look at your life honestly today. Not with shame, but with curiosity. Where is the fruit growing?
Where might God be inviting you to grow more?

BIBLE VERSE:
“| desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.” - Psalm 40:8
REFLECTION QUESTION:

If someone who did not know you watched your life for one week, what evidence would they
see that you belong to God's family?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Jesus said, you will know them by their fruits. You can identify those who are mine, Jesus
said, by how they live, by how they act, by how they talk, by how they respond in various
circumstances, by how they walk through difficult days.”

PRAYER:
God, grow real fruit in my life. Let the way | live reflect the relationship | have with You, not just
the words | say. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 4: THE D@®R 1S OPEN FOR YOU
DEVOTIONAL:

One of the most powerful things about God's family is who is welcome in it. The answer is simple:
anyone who comes. No background disqualifies you. No past failure is too great. No season of
wandering puts you beyond reach. Jesus knows everything about you, every mistake, every
doubt, every moment you looked the other way, and He still extends the invitation. In John 4,
Jesus has a conversation with a woman at a well. She is someone society had written off. She
had a complicated history and was not exactly the person you would expect Jesus to stop and
talk with. But He did. And that conversation changed her life. That is the character of God. He
does not wait for you to clean yourself up before welcoming you in. You come as you are, and
He does the transforming. You enter His family by grace, through faith, and that grace is bigger
than anything in your story. If you have been holding back because you feel like you are too far
gone or too complicated, hear this clearly: you are not. The door to God's family is open, and He
is not ashamed to call you His own. That is not a small thing. That is everything.

BIBLE VERSE:

“Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God.” - John 1:12

REFLECTION QUESTION:
What has been holding you back from fully accepting that you are welcomed and wanted in
God's family?

SERMON QUOTE:
“Despite everything He knows about you, despite everything that you might have done, He still
welcomes you. You can be part of His family.”

PRAYER:
Father, thank You that Your grace is bigger than my past. Help me to receive Your welcome fully
and walk in the freedom of being Your child. Amen.

NOTES:
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THE GOSPEL OF MARK

DAY 5: SURRENDER 1S WHERE 1T STARTS
‘DEVOTIONAL:

We have spent this week looking at what it means to truly belong to God's family. We have
seen that it is not about proximity, performance, or family background. It is about a genuine
relationship with Jesus, one that begins with surrender and grows through a life of following
Him. Surrender can feel like a scary word. It sounds like losing something. But in God's kingdom,
surrender is actually where freedom begins. When you stop trying to manage life on your own
terms and trust Him with it, something shifts. You are no longer striving to belong. You already
do. Jesus said that whoever does the will of God is His brother, sister, and mother. That kind of
obedience is not a one-time event. It is a daily posture, a consistent choice to align your life with
His. Some days that is easy. Other days it costs you something real. But every step of surrender
deepens the relationship. You were made for this. Not just to know about God, but to know Him.
Not just to be near His family, but to be in it. If you have never fully surrendered to Him, today
is a good day to start. And if you have, let this be a reminder of what you already have: a place
in His family that nothing can take away.

BIBLE VERSE:
“Whoever does God's will is my brother and sister and mother.” - Mark 3:35
REFLECTION QUESTION:

What would it look like for you to surrender one specific area of your life to God this week as an
act of trust in Him?

SERMON QUOTE:

“Until you surrender to His will, you are not living as part of His family.”

PRAYER:
Jesus, | surrender to You today. Not just in words, but in the way I live. Thank You for calling me
Your own. Amen.

NOTES:




